Outdoor 
classroom a hit 
with students 


ASO wildlife biologist John Payne and his 
wife Valerie (EPA) helped a group of students 
from Bowman Elementary School learn more 
than they ever imagined about the outdoors. 

The students had volunteered for an 
intensive two-week program of classroom 
instruction and field work around the theme 
“wetlands and wildlife.” The students, grades 
K-6, learned what wetlands are and why they 
are important to both animals and people. 

“We had a variety of instructional activities 
during the two weeks,” said Payne. “Some of 
the more popular ones proved to be dissecting 
owl pellets and keying out the bones. We also 
demonstrated the ‘web of life’ concept by using 
a string to connect the kids who were facing in 
a circle. As we cut the string one piece ata 
time, the web became more unstable, which 
showed how each part in the web is 
important.” 

BLM Alaska employees often supplement 
classroom instruction on request, and make a 
valuable contribution to helping students learn 


how to care for our public lands. 
—Ed Bovy 
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river management 


John Payne and his class discuss the meticulous construction of a beaver 


lodge. 
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RAPS students 
discover multi-media 


Students from Koyukuk and Deering lend a hand with 
interpretive side of resource management 


Harley Huntington of Koyukuk narrates a slide show about plants and wildlife on 
the Seward Peninsula. BLM audio-visual specialist Dan Gullickson records the 
narration, while Randi Jandt, wildlife biologist in the Kobuk District, provides 


pointers. 
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The studio director nodded his 
head and the needles on the recording 
console began to dance with the voice 
of the narrator. 

“Welcome to the Seward 
Peninsula. Located just below the 
Arctic Circle, it neighbors Asia by only 
58 ocean miles to the west. Here, the 
first human immigrants are believed to 
have stepped from one continent to 
the other 20,000 years ago.” 

It looked and sounded like a 
Hollywood production, but the voice 
was that of Harley Huntington, an 18- 
year-old Athabascan from the village 
of Koyukuk, and the script was 
prepared by members of the BLM’s 
Kobuk District. 


They produced a 15-minute slide 
show, entitled “Seward Peninsula 
Nature Walk,” that will be shown at the 
BLM field office in Nome, in 
classrooms and to other groups. 

“The slide show is designed to 
give a fundamental understanding of a 
tundra ecosystem,” said Randi Jandt, 
wildlife biologist with the Kobuk 
District. “The goal is enhanced 
appreciation and understanding of this 
ecosystem so visitors will enjoy their 
hiking, driving or floating experience 
more.” 

Work on the slide show began in 
1992 when Jandt brought the idea to 
Lorraine Jeanes, a school teacher 
from California who worked as a 
volunteer for the Kobuk District. 
Jeanes systematically collected slides, 
mostly from the wildlife staff and 
others in BLM, and prepared a first 
draft of the script. Mark Handley, a 
forestry technician with the Alaska Fire 
Service, revised the script and 
polished it into its final form. 

The project drew heavily on the 
services of the Resource Apprentice- 
ship Program for Students. Walter 
Gregg, an Inupiat RAPS student from 
Deering with good local knowledge of 
the plants and wildlife of the Seward 
Peninsula, reviewed the script for 
accuracy. Huntington, who worked 
three years in the RAPS program, 
provided the narration. The Tanana 
Chiefs Conference provided funds for 
his travel and housing through the Job 
Training Partnership Act. He worked in 
the recording studio with Dan 
Gullickson, audio-visual specialist for 
BLM in Fairbanks. 

Huntington began as a RAPS 
student in 1990. He spent his first 
summer working on cadastral surveys 
in the Tanana Flats and the next two 
years working on wildlife studies on 
the Seward Peninsula. Last summer 
he worked with the Alaska Fire 
Service as a member of the North Star 
fire crew. 

“| recommend the RAPS program 
to a lot of kids,” he said. “Working with 
the professionals and seeing what 
they do, it really gives you a feel for 
what BLM does.” 


—Andy Williams 
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RAPS welcomes 
new coordinator 
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The Fairbanks RAPS program has 
a new coordinator. Jessica Kuntz 
assumed the position in early March 
when she moved to Fairbanks from 
Pueblo, Colo. She had worked in 
Fairbanks for the past two summers 
as a biological technician with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, but says she 
was impressed with her first taste of 
an Alaskan winter. 

Like previous RAPS coordinators, 
Kuntz is a Volunteer in Service to 
America (VISTA). She holds a 
bachelor’s degree in wildlife biology 
from the University of Colorado at 
Boulder. 


Planting the seeds— 


Kuntz says she accepted the one- 
year assignment with RAPS in part 
because it gave her an opportunity to 
return to Alaska. “This is the last year 
RAPS will qualify for assistance from 
VISTA,” explained Kuntz. She hopes 
to continue as the Fairbanks RAPS 
coordinator after her volunteer 
assignment is completed. 

Kuntz’ responsibilities include 
recruiting high school and college 
students for the RAPS program, lining 
up positions for the students, and 
working with funding agencies. This 
year RAPS plans to host about 50 
students from rural communities 
throughout the state in a variety of 
natural resource fields. The highly 
successful, interagency program is 
now in its ninth year. 


Below: cartographer Rhonda Reynolds explains the use 
of infrared photos to students from Palmer Middle 
School. Right: a student examines aerial photos under a 
stereoscope, which makes the photos appear 3-D. The 
group toured several areas of Cadastral Survey and IRM. 
Bruce Ockrassa, Kim Mincer, Greg Balen, Scott Guyer, 
Tony Reynolds, Sue Healey and Joe Essert also helped 
with tours for the 30 students. The activities were part of 
a program called “Women in Technology” at the school, 
which introduces girls to some of the more non- 
traditional fields for women. This was the second year 
BLM was asked to provide the educational tours. 
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Dan Gullickson 


Fairbanks RAPS coordinator 


Jessica Kuntz 
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Celebration offered 
something for everyone 


Combine exotic arts and crafts, 
Alaskan memorabilia, apple pie and 
Trivial Pursuit, and what do you get? 
The first BLM Alaska All-American 
Celebration, held at the state office 
May 8-9, 1995. 

In response to suggestions from 
employees, EEO tasked the BLM 
Special Emphasis Committee with 
designing a diversity celebration that 
would include employees of every 
cultural group. The result was the All- 
American Celebration, which offered 
food, fun, facts and festivities for all. 

The event kicked off with a Food 
Fest, which gave employees a chance 
to share the cuisine of their culture. 
BLMers brought dishes with cultural 
significance for them, such as Scottish 
shortbread, Scandinavian cheeses 
and, of course, American apple pie! 
Elizabeth Carew prepared fried 
plantain with spicy shrimp paste, a 
favorite of school children in West 
Africa, and won a prize ribbon for the 


COOPERATIVE 
COGITATION—Ed 
Earnhart, Ron 
Schwind, John 
Sroufe and Mike 
Clark of Cadastral 
Survey teamed up 
to test their 
knowledge of 
American trivia. 
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“Most Complex” dish. Heather Coats’ 
made-from-scratch apple pie, served 
in handcrafted earthenware, garnered 
the “Best Presentation” ribbon. 

Day two of the celebration 
featured displays of arts and crafts, 
photographs, traditional clothing, and 
other collectibles from many countries. 
Employees also matched their wits at 
a trivia game where contestants 
answered questions about our coun- 
try and its history and diverse peoples. 
Shirley Spurlock was MC for the 
game, aided by timekeeper Rhonda 
Reynolds and scorekeeper Jack Frost. 
Sixteen employees from various state 
office divisions formed teams. The 
winning team—Robbie Havens, Ann 
Patton, Kay Gumppert and Beth 
Hartt—won gift certificates for a free 
dinner, courtesy of Ramon Garcia-S. 


YOUR OPINION COUNTS—The 
Special Emphasis Committee wants to 
know what you thought of the All- 
American Celebration. What did you 


IF YOU BAKE IT, THEY WILL COME— 
Employees shared foods from their 
geographic or cultural origins during an 
All-American Food Fest. 


like? What didn’t you like? Please 
address your comments and sug- 
gestions to Barbara Wiley of EEO via 
E-mail or interoffice mail (AK-915), 
and she will share them with the 
committee. 


Teresa McPherson 


Teresa McPherson 


Janet Malone 


What do Anchorage District Office 
outdoor recreation planner Jake 
Schlapfer, Alaska State Office 
hydrologist Bunny Sterin, and Tok 
Field Office realty specialist Kathy 
O’Reilly-Doyle have in common? They 
all hold offices in the Alaska Chapter 
of the American River Management 
Society. Known as ARMS, this non- 
profit organization is dedicated to the 
protection and management of North 
America’s river resources. 

President Schlapfer, vice-presi- 
dent Sterin, and secretary O’Reilly- 
Doyle usually talk with treasurer Dave 


Blanchet of the U.S. Forest Service via 


conference call. But during the last 
week of April, they had the rare 


chance to meet face-to-face with many 


of the three dozen or so BLM Alaska 
ARMS members at the Alaska Inter- 
agency River Management Workshop. 

The workshop was sponsored by 
the Alaska Recreation & Park Asso- 
ciation, and co-sponsored by several 
organizations, including BLM and 
ARMS. Outdoor recreation planners 
Paul and Janelle Boos, Mike Zaidlicz, 
and ARMS officers were part of a 
cadre that helped develop the work- 
shop. Its purpose was to explore 
current river issues and management 
techniques, while promoting inter- 
agency cooperation and consistency 
in Alaska river management. 

“The last river management 


2 — 


KJ Mushovic 


Bunny Sterin of ASO, Jake Schlapfer of the Anchorage District, Kathy O’Reilly- 


Doyle of the Tok field office and LuVerne Grussing of Idaho BLM discuss river 
management strategies at a workshop on the Kenai River. 


meeting we had (in Alaska) was in 
1981,” comments Paul Boos. “This 
workshop was long overdue.” 
Several BLM Alaska employees 
made presentations at the workshop, 
including Bob Burritt of the Tok Field 
Office, Lon Kelly of the Northern 
Districts Office, Gene Ervine of the 
Alaska State Office, and Bish Buckle, 
recently retired from the State Office 
(now with the Department). The 
workshop attracted over sixty 
attendees from both the public and 


private sectors, all with a common 
interest in river management issues. 

Schlapfer would like to see more 
BLMers discover the resources 
available to ARMS members, which 
include opportunities like the workshop 
to share knowledge and skills with 
peers and customers. 

If you'd like to learn more about 
the American River Management 
Society, contact any of the Alaska 
chapter officers mentioned above. 

—KJ Mushovic 


TOTE THAT TRASH!—John 
Roberts pulls an extra trash bag 
from Betty Lockard’s backpack 
during C Street cleanup May 5. It 
was the first of three trash pickups 
ASO employees will complete this 
summer along the adopted 
highway. A simultaneous cleanup 
occurred at Ship Creek, where 
employees scoured the waters and 
creek bank for trash accumulated 
over the long winter. 


Alaska People 5 May/June 1995 


Applause! 


(includes awards processed during first 
quarter 1995) 


Sustained Superior Performance 


Sherri Belenski, land law examiner, 
AK-963 

Joan Biggs, land law examiner, AK- 
963 

Paul Boos, outdoor recreation planner, 
AK-933 

Tom Boyd, fish & wildlife manager, AK- 
933 

Marilyn Bremner, land law examiner, 
AK-963 

Jeff Brune, environmental education 
specialist, AK-042 

Jerry Cartwright, computer 
programmer, AK-941 

Alice Chavez, land law examiner, AK- 
963 

Heather Coats, land law examiner, AK- 
963 

Sharon Dean, contact representative, 
AK-973 

David Edge, computer specialist, AK- 
941 

Lynda Ehrhart, land law examiner, AK- 
962 

Pam Eldridge, office automation 
assistant, AK-963 

Gene Ervine, resource interpretive 
specialist, AK-933 

Juana Fisher, land law examiner, AK- 
973 

Kathy Flippen, land law examiner, AK- 
963 

Clem Florez, land law examiner, AK- 
963 

Orrin Frederick, land surveyor, AK-921 

Leonard Gallivo, computer specialist, 
AK-941 

Max Graves, digital equipment 
mechanic, AK-943 

John Harris, telecommunications 
manager, AK-943 

Debbie Helman, personnel clerk, AK- 
951 

Ron Hunt, land law examiner, AK-963 

Allyson Johnson, land law examiner, 
AK-963 

Merrie Johnson, computer specialist, 
AK-943 
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Judy Kelley, land law assistant, AK- 
963 

Bob King, anthropologist, AK-933 

Michael Kleven, natural resources 
specialist, AK-063 

Michael Kunz, archaeologist, AK-063 

Laura Lagstrom, secretary, AK-923 

Donna Lance, DSD, Administration 

Glencora Lannen, EEO manager, AK- 
915 

Nancy Larsen, land law examiner, AK- 
962 

Bernice Leskosky, land law examiner, 
AK-963 

Charles Luddington, 
photolithographer, AK-924 

Tracy Maher, misc documents clerk, 
AK-963 

Laura Matus, land law examiner, AK- 
963 

Sue McWilliams, paralegal specialist, 
AK-963 

Robin Middleton, land law assistant, 
AK-962 

Jane Miller, land law examiner, AK-963 

John Miller, electronics mechanic, AK- 
943 

Pat Moore, land law assistant, AK-963 

Garth Olson, supervisory computer 
specialist, AK-943 

Barbara Opp, land law examiner, AK- 
963 

George Oviatt, DSD, AK-920 

Don Pino, computer specialist, AK-943 

Jenice Prutz, land law examiner, AK- 
962 

Evalyn Punches, land law examiner, 
AK-980 

Dawn Rapp, secretary, AK-943 

Marty Rapp, computer specialist, AK- 
941 

Margaret Richardson, land law 
examiner, AK-973 

James Robson, computer 
programming analyst, AK-941 

Ron Royer, land law examiner, AK-963 

Paul Salvatore, realty specialist, AK- 
061 

Jerri Sansone, land law examiner, AK- 
962 

Heather Shearer, forestry technician, 
AK-312 

Diana Songer, supervisory docket 
assistant, AK-973 


Rory Spurlock, land law examiner, AK- 
963 

Shirley Spurlock, land law assistant, 
AK-960 

Vikki Stevenson, secretary, AK-963 

Kathy Stubbs, land law examiner, AK- 
962 

Linda Suttles, land law examiner, AK- 
963 

Carol Taylor, land law examiner, AK- 
973 

Debbie Thomas, clerk, AK-963 

Leslie Torrence, land law examiner, 
AK-980 

Pat Underwood, land law examiner, 
AK-962 

Ron Walter, land surveyor, AK-921 

Melitta White, land law examiner, AK- 
963 

Marci Williams, computer specialist, 
AK-963 


Special Act Award 


John Lowe, natural resources 
specialist, AK-061 

Barbara Wiley, EEO specialist, AK-915 

Richard Williams, maintenance 
mechanic, AK-976 


Quality Step Increase Award 


Greg Balen, geologist, AK-924 

Linda Birtles, cartographic technician, 
AK-921 

Louis Doores, supervisory 
cartographic technician, AK-924 

Scott Guyer, general biologist, AK-924 

Sharon Prien, library technician, AK- 
952 

Tony Reynolds, cartographic 
technician, AK-924 

Linda Tobiska, librarian, AK-952 


On-the-Spot Cash Award 


Danielle Allen, public affairs specialist, 
AK-040 

Greg Balen, geologist, AK-924 

Carol Belenski, visual information 
specialist, AK-931 

Stan Bloom, cartographic technician, 
AK-313 


Lorna Blue, budget assistant, AK-040 

Rita Booth, misc documents examiner, 
AK-932 j 

Ed Bovy, public affairs specialist, AK- 
912 

Ed Doyle, computer specialist, AK-943 

Sandy Dunn, supervisory realty 
specialist, AK-041 

Susan Erickson, employee 
development assistant, AK-951 

Ramon Garcia-S, docket clerk, AK-973 

Gary Goldberg, purchasing agent, AK- 
953 

Dan Gullickson, audio visual 
production specialist, AK-313 

Rodney Harvey, management 
assistant, AK-953 

Dan Healey, information center 
supervisor, AK-943 

Sue Healey, computer specialist, AK- 
940 

Linda lvanoff, secretary, AK-992 

Mike Johnson, land law examiner, AK- 
964 

Brenda Jones, purchasing agent, AK- 
953 

Charles Luddington, 
photolithographer, AK-924 

Ray McDonald, computer operator, 
AK-924 

Janice McDowell, land law examiner, 
AK-964 

Lynette Nakazawa, supervisory 
general biologist, AK-924 

Angie Nichols, secretary, AK-924 

Evelyn Olivares, personnel actions 
clerk, AK-951 

Shirley Rackley, records clerk, AK-953 

Kamilah Rasheed, management 
analyst, AK-950 

Dwayne Richardson, lead 
photolithographer, AK-924 

Dayle Sherba, general biologist, AK- 
924 

Sandy Thomas, records administrator, 
AK-950 

Wanda Tinker, land status clerk, AK- 
992 

Andy Williams, writer/editor, AK-313 

Sharon Durgan Wilson, writer/editor, 
AK-313 

Ella Wright, writer/editor, AK-950 


Time-Off Award 


James Braham, supervisory computer 
programmer, AK-942 

Greg Chavez, bindery machine 
operator, AK-953 

Allen Deitz, computer specialist, AK- 
941 

Susan Erickson, employee 
development assistant, AK-951 

Joe Essert, computer specialist, AK- 
942 

Max Graves, digital equipment 
mechanic, AK-943 

Bobby Hollis, electronics technician, 
AK-943 

Frances Jackson, office services clerk, 
AK-328 

Frank James, cartographic technician, 
AK-924 

John Miller, electronics mechanic, AK- 
943 

John Rego, geologist, AK-050 

Paul Russell, bindery machine 
operator, AK-953 

James Rustad, materials handler 
leader, AK-322 

Dwight Sandlin, computer specialist, 
AK-942 

Craig Schumacher, materials handler 
leader, AK-322 

Kurt Sorenson, maintenance 
mechanic, AK-943 

Kenita Stenroos, fire support 
assistant, AK-350 


Retirees 


Tony Beltran forestry technician 
(smokejumper), AK-353 

Sue McWilliams, paralegal specialist, 
AK-960 

Ed Spang, Special Assistant to Deputy 
Director, AK-910 


Welcome Aboard! 


Peter Johnson, criminal investigator, 
AK-910 


This information provided by ASO 
Human Resources. 


Workwise 
or 


Otherwise 


CUSTOMER SERVICE IN ANY 
LANGUAGE—The ASO Public 
Services Section recently compiled a 
list of BLM employees around the 
state who are fluent in various 
languages, including Yupik, Spanish, 
American Sign Language, Filipino, 
and several others. When non- 
English speaking persons visit the 
Public Rooms or other BLM offices in 
Anchorage or Fairbanks, employees 
can quickly consult the list and enlist 
the services of an employee who 
speaks the visitor's language. If you'd 
like a copy of the list, call the ASO 
Public Services Section at 271-5960. 


IN MEMORY—Former Alaska 
BLMer John Beck died April 8 in 
Palmer. Beck came to Alaska from 
Grand Junction, Colo. in 1974, and 
worked at the BLM Anchorage District 
Office as an archaeologist in the '70s. 
Memorial contributions may be sent 
to the Beck Family Memorial Fund, 
P.O. Box 2256, Palmer, AK 99645. 


Your employee 
newsletter 


is printed on 
recycled paper. 
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ALASKA PEOPLE is 
published bimonthly for 
current and retired BLM 
Alaska employees. It’s 
produced by the External 
Affairs Staff, Alaska State 


Office, 222 W. 7th Avenue, 
#13, Anchorage, AK 
99513-7599. Phone 

(907) 271-5555. Employee 
contributions are gladly 
accepted! 


Chief - Dave Vickery 
Editor - Teresa McPherson 
Graphics - Jim Mroczek 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
RURFAU OF 


A HEARTY “THANK-YOU!”—A good-humored George Oviatt proudly displays a 
plaque given to him by the Anchorage District at his recent going away party. 
Oviatt was acting Anchorage district manager from December 1994 through April 
1995, and has since returned to his job as Cadastral Survey DSD. 
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